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interference with floor mats. Toyota’s press release noted that removal of floor
mats was only a temporary measure, and that further repairs woyld be needed once
a remedy was available, '
31. Thus, vehicle owners were placed in the position of having to drive
dangerously defective cars until a future remedy was implemented.
32, On November 8, 2009, the Los Angeles Times reported that many
instances of unwanted acceleration had occurred:
More than 1,000 Toyota and Lexus owners have reported since
2001 that their vehicles suddenly accelerated on their own, in many
cases slamming into trees, parked cars and brick walls, among other
obstacles, a Times review of federal records has found.
The crashes resulted in at least 19 deaths and scores of injuries
over the last decade, records show. Federal regulators say that is far

more than any other automaker has experienced.

In a written statement, the NHTSA [National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration] said its records show that a total of 15 people
died in crashes related to possible sudden acceleration in Toyota
vehicles from the 2002 model year and newer, compared with 11 such
deaths in vehicles made by all other automakers.

The Times located federal and other records of 19 fatalities
involving Toyota and Lexus vehicles from the same model years in
which sudden or unintended acceleration may have been a factor, as
well as more than 1,000 reports by owners that their vehicles had
suddenly accelerated. Independent safety expert Sean Kane, president
of Safety Research and Strategies, said he has identified nearly 2,000

sudden-acceleration cases for Toyota vehicles built since 2001.
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