problems by saying they were simply caused by floor mats and gas pedals that were the wrong size.
Toyota covered up the fact that when it replaced the traditional mechanical throttle ﬁnkage in the
late 1990s with a computer-controlled accelerator system, unlike American automobile companies,

Toyota failed to include back-up safety systems that would prevent uncontrolled acceleration. On

information and belief, Plaintiffs allege that Toyota omitted the back-up safety systems in order to
save money and increase profits. As a result of the lack of safety systems, there is no mechanical or

electronic failsafe mechanism to allow drivers to stop Toyota vehicles in the event the computerized

“drive-by-wire” acceleration systems malfunction and engage in uncontrolled acceleration.

15.  On January 26, 2010, Toyota stopped selling the eight recalled models as set forth
above, stating that preventing the sale of the vehicles was “necessary until a remedy is finalized.”
Despite believing that the problem was serious enough that it was “necessary” to keep additional
vehicles from being driven, Toyota did nothing to prevent vehicles already sold or leased from
being operated, nor did it offer to cancel leases and purchases and refund the monies paid by its
customers.

JURISDICTION AND VENUE

16.  Venue is proper in Hamilton County, Ohio under Civil Rules 3(B)(3) and 3(B)11),
because Plaintiffs are Ohio residents. The Coxes entered into a lease with Toyota Lease Trust in
Hamilton County, Ohio. Plaintiff Montgomery purchased her Toyota in Hamilton County.
Plaintiffs’ lease and purchase inured to the benefit of Defendants, who designed, manufactured,
marketed and leased the vehicle in question to Plaintiffs in Hamilton County, Ohio. Moreover, the
causes of action herein arose, in part, in this County, and several of the Defendants systematically
conduct business in Hamilton County, Ohio. The Court has personal jurisdiction because the

Defendants do business in Ohio and have registered with the State to do business in Ohio.
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